A paradigm shift in the provision of improved critical care in the emergency department.
With Hong Kong's ageing population, advancement of medical technologies and hospital congestion, it is not uncommon for emergency physicians to encounter complicated critically ill patients in daily practice. It becomes a fundamental role of emergency physicians to initiate timely diagnostic and therapeutic interventions to save a patient's life and improve their prognosis. It is the reason a critical care service has been developed in emergency departments worldwide over the last decade. This article shares how emergency department intensivists can contribute to this novel model of care with some illustrative cases. Advanced airway and peri-intubation management, difficult mechanical ventilation, treatment of shock, circulatory arrest, and metabolic disturbances can be safely and efficiently handled in the current emergency department setting. Obstacles, barriers, and the road ahead will be discussed.